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PRIVACY

We will be recording this webinar and posting
it to our YouTube channel. If you choose to

participate in any part of this webinar you may
appear in the recording.
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Copying an Existing Ul to Learn How It Was Designed

5 min. read

Tips & Tricks | Ul Design Basics

Through the exercise of copying an existing app or website using wireframes
you’ll get to know how it was designed and why some Ul choices were made.

Nowadays, designers don’t feel permitted to copy someone else’s work, ever. It feels like you need to
innately be able to design things from your own imagination, or you’re not a real designer. But copying
is not all bad. It's not bad at all, actually. Forgery is bad. Passing other’s work off as your own, terrible.
But copying is a great way to become truly intimate with a piece of art, or an app, or software
application, and learn how it was designed.

Imagine if every young athlete in the world felt like they had to reinvent the shot, swing, pitch, stroke,
kick, etc. If you want to be the best, you start to learn by copying the best.

One of the first times | heard of this concept was from a short interview with Jim Coudal.
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Understanding Copying as a
Learning Tool



““ Imagine if every young athlete in the
world felt like they had to reinvent the
shot, swing, pitch, stroke, kick, etc. If you
want to be the best, you start to learn by
copying the best.”

— Me





https://docs.google.com/file/d/1fPtDQVnnsiisEOxkuEz03kcHjGW-Rv_2/preview

vimeo Why Vimeo? v Features Resources v Watch

&
G

Mig Reyes
9 Chicago, IL

he/him

I'm a designer at 37signals focused on making good things for good people.
You can follow me o...Read more

a” http://www.migreyes.com

+ Follow
Activity
Showcases 4
Followers 340
Following 82
Collections 6
Member since QOct 2007

Collaborators

Pricing Contact sales

52 videos

Humble Pied: Randy J. Hunt

Search videos, people, and more

o [0

Humble Pied: Debbie Millman

Humble Pied: Jason Fried




What you're doing is working on your
craft...You are trying to get into the seat of the
person who built this thing to begin with. To
get into their head and see why they made
the practical decisions they made..."

— Jim Coudal, Field Notes Brand






“The artist ought first to
exercise his hand by copying
drawings from the hand of a
good master.”

— Leonardo DaVinci

[ XN ) 3 Copy If You Can: Improving You X+

<« @ QO 8 https:/fwww. i ine.com/2017/02/improving-ui-design-skill B ¥
Painting The Old Masters #

If you've wandered through an art museum, you've probably seen copywork in action. Apart from my

own desk, it’s the only place I've seen it.

Copywork in an art gallery. (Image: Two’s Company)

Painters have an even longer history than writers of copying the masters. Leonardo da Vinci developed
his art (one of his arts, anyhow) by copying his teacher, Andrea Del Verrocchio — a common practice
among Renaissance apprentice artists. Da Vinci actually prescribed copywork as practice numero uno for
art students:

The artist ought first to exercise his hand by copying drawings from the hand of a good master.
‘Why? Because copying directly from a master provides a controlled setting in which to train your eye.

https://www.smashingmagazine.com/2017/02/improving-ui-design-skills-
copywork/



Why is it so effective?



You really need to study it

. To see how its constructed

Notice what Ul elements are being used
Notice the patterns that are used and reused

All this leads to developing a designer’s eye
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Octothorpe

19x19 grid

The octothorpe and logotype have very specific
placement relationships within each logo. The
alignments create a solid lockup and allow for other
graphic elements to align with them.

Knowing these spacial relationships is critical for
maintaining consistency across the brand.

. . Logo Construction

Optical baseline alignment
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There are no excuses to get started

All the decisions have been made for you.






Learn Design Tools

It is a fantastic way to practice using new
tools or learning new features.
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Quickly Prototyping Ideas

Copying is a great way to visualize and test a
product idea you have.
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Let me show you an example
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Copying helps...

1. You really see the thing you're copying
2. Remove any excuses to get started

3. Learn Ul Design Software or new features

4. Quickly Prototype ldeas








https://docs.google.com/file/d/1BtOUv05Fx30Wbv5fOBqkVxdCOJwlZdj0/preview

balsamig- PRODUCT  LEARN TO WIREFRAME COMPANY CONTACTUS BUY LOGIN

TI I Balsamiq Wireframing Academy BWA Home Articles Videos Courses Resources

Practical training for

creating more usable
Learn more at balsamig.com/learn products

Wireframing Academy

CO ntaCt Me by balsamiq’

bill balsamiqg.com

@billycarlson New to Wireframing? Start Here. Learning
Resources

What Are Wireframes?

Answers to common questions about wireframes and suggestions for

Ul Control Guidelines

how to start using them. User Interface Platform

Guidelines

UX/UI Links Of the Month

Five Steps to Creating Great Wireframes

Good wireframes solve real problems and lead to strong products. From
writing out the scenario to gathering inputs, here is a proven path to a
great website or app.

Ul Pattern Galleries

UX Apprentice

How to Start a Wireframe Project Talk to our Design

Experts!

Four techniques to start a wireframe project from scratch and ensure


http://balsamiq.com/learn
mailto:billy@balsamiq.com
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